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COVID-19  

Policy statement 

 

Safeguarding: During the transitional period of returning to pre-school, it is important that the pre-

school checks-in with the parents of the children who are not returning to pre-school due to COVID-

19. The manager will give the parents of these children a call during the first two weeks of June, to 

ensure that the children are safe and happy. We will ensure the safety of all children during the 

collection and drop off times, and whilst transporting the children to and from the gates. Children 

will be regularly counted. No parents will be allowed onto the school grounds. 

 

Managing children who are sick and infectious: The pre-school will not accept a child to pre-

school if they have a cough, a high temperature, or have lost their sense of smell or taste. We will 

also not accept a child if their parents or siblings have a cough. If a child develops a cough or high 

temperature during their time at pre-school, the parents will be contacted and MUST collect their 

child immediately. One staff member is to deal with the child who has symptoms, and will wear a 

face mask, gloves, and an apron. Anything that the child has touched will be cleaned with Milton 

spray.  

 

While the parents are en route to the pre-school, the child will wait, with the member of staff 

assisting, in an area away from the remaining children and staff (preferably outside). The parents 

will call to notify pre-school when they are leaving home/work and again when they are at the gate 

to collect their child. The staff member dealing with the child will then take them to their parents.   

 

A fluid-resistant surgical mask should be worn by the supervising adult if a distance of 2 metres 

cannot be maintained. If a risk assessment determines that there is a risk of splashing to the eyes, 

for example from coughing, spitting, or vomiting, then eye protection (face shield) should also be 

worn.  



If such masks are not available, a face shield visor and cloth mask may be a substitute, but the 

adult should keep a 2 metre distance between themselves and the poorly child.  

The fluid-resistant surgical mask, gloves and apron are to be put into a nappy sack and then into a 

black bag and taken out to the main rubbish bin located by the main gates. If a cloth mask has 

been used by the supervising adult, it will be placed in a nappy sack for them to take home to wash 

as soon as they get home. The staff member will then wash their hands. The visor will be soaked in 

Milton overnight. The staff member should book a slot online to be tested. 

 

The child and family are to book a test slot online right away. If the child tests negative for COVID-

19, they can return to pre-school. The pre-school will need to see evidence of the test results.  

If the child tests positive for COVID-19, then they must self-isolate at home for 7 days and their 

family are to self-isolate for 14 days as per government guidelines. The rest of the children and staff 

will also be sent home and the pre-school will close for 14 days from the positive test results. This 

will only happen once the child has been tested. 

 

If a member of staff develops a cough, high temperature, or loses their sense of smell or taste, they 

are not to attend work until they have been tested. If the staff member tests positive, they must self-

isolate at home for 7 days, and their family are to self-isolate for 14 days as per government 

guidelines. The Manager will contact the Department of Health to notify them that the pre-school 

has a case of COVID-19. The Manager will contact all parents and staff to notify them.  

 

Health and safety – COVID-19 specific requirements: To prevent the spread of COVID-19, 

parents will not be allowed on the school grounds. Staff will collect the children from the school 

gates and will ensure that they hold on to walking rings. The staff will count the children at the gate 

and then again whilst entering the pre-school building. The children's bags are to stay at pre-school 

and children can only bring a lunch box, a drinks bottle, and a snack onto the site. The staff will not 

bring in any belongings from home (with the exception of essential items). The staff are to stay 2 

metres apart from one another, with only one staff member at a time in the kitchen and office. 

Everyone will wash their hands when they arrive at pre-school and at regular intervals throughout 

the day. PPE may be worn during the day but MUST be worn when dealing with a child with a 

cough or high temperature. Children are to sit apart from each other at mealtimes, with 1 chair 

space between each child. The children will spend most of the day outside. The table and mat will 

be cleaned with Milton spray before and after mealtimes. 

 

Equipment and resources: During the COVID-19 pandemic, the toys will be cleaned more 

regularly (refer to toy rota), and the light box, musical instruments on display, sensory lamps, and 

‘fiddly fingers’ toys are to be cleaned at the end of each day. The staff are to prevent the children 

from putting toys into their mouths, but should this occur, the toy will be cleaned immediately.  



 

This policy statement should be read in conjunction with the following policy documents: 

• Safeguarding policy 

• Managing children who are sick, infectious, or with allergies 

• Health and safety general standards 

• Equipment and resources policy 

 

This is an evolving situation and consequently this policy will be updated when necessary to keep 

in line with the guidance published by the government. 
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